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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the Megssace you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tHe MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS ann ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
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Single copies so cay NEY RR or Na .. 20 
History 40 
EAR Sergio . $2.25 


Complete set 


Your Opportunity to Help 


Place a one year’s subscription to the 
MEGIDDO MESSAGE in the hands 


igi 
@ Your loved relatives 


@ Your friends— (Protestant, 
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@ Your local Public Library 
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@ Your College or School Library 


Children’s Doings 
A Magazine by Children for Children 
Subscription one year (4 issues) $1.00 
Price per single issue 25 cents 


It’s Clever, Entertaining, Instructive! 


The Story of JOSEPH 


Eighty-three interesting pages, with full- 
color illustrations. This story is ever new 
to young and old. Price 50 
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Thirty-two delightful short stories of 
favorite Bible characters, with illustrating 
pictures to color, Size 8% by 11 inches. 
Instructive, entertaining. Price 50 


Stories for Children 


A collection of over 40 short stories and 
poems under one cover. 

On the front cover can be seen two chil- 
dren at crossroads. They have turned their 
faces back on the path that leads to Death 
and have chosen as their destination, Life 
and happiness. 

This picture illustrates the purpose of 
the book. Through the medium of simple 
stories with their obvious moral lessons it 
endeavors to influence the child, beset by 
many base attractions, to choose the right 
course. 


88 pages 85 cents postpaid 














More Truth 


Dear Friends: 

I like the Messace and especially your 
answers to some of the crazy, fanatical groups 
such as the born again sect or the Sab- 
batarians. 

While there may be times we disagree, I 
think you disseminate more Truth than any 
other religion on earth. 

Thank you again. 

Toronto, Ont., Can. J. M. 


Gems 


Dear Friend: 

The two volumes of “The Known Bible and 
Its Defense” are truly gems of great value 
in Bible study. I shall forever be grateful 
for your thoughtfulness in this connection. 

It is no small task to unlearn teachings 
that are so woven into the fabric of basic 
belief over a period of years—even though 
much of it did not add up to reason. Such 
things as the “trinity” and the “literal cross, 
blood,” etc., gave me some trouble to begin 
with—a matter of reading into the Scriptures 
the doctrines of man so long taken for 
granted. It is a joy to see things in the true 
light—the Truth that makes us “free,” from 
pagan superstition. 

Again, my sincere thanks for the bless- 
ing of your work in getting Truth circulated. 

Asheville, N. C. Mrs. J. S. G. 


Clarity 


Dear Sirs: 
I received the Book which I recently 
requested of you, namely: “Elijah the Prophet 
Coming” and have spent this evening reading 
its pages. 

The clarity of its interpretation holds one 
spellbound. The book contains such timely 
information. 


Pineville, Ky. Miss L. C. 


Happiest Person 


Gentlemen: 

I can truthfully say now, after reading 
your books, I have found what I have been 
seeking for, and God is with me, and in me, 
and I in him. I am the happiest person in 
the world, for I know now how to act, also 
to understand the Bible, for the way I had 
been taught I just wasn’t getting any good 
out of the Bible and I knew it. There is one 
person I want to see in the hereafter and 
that is Rev. Nichols, for only through his 
writings has God drawn me to Him. They are 
the most wonderful books I have ever read. 
I thank God from the bottom of my heart 
that he made it be known to me of your 
wonderful teachings. 

I now know what to do to be saved, so it 
is up to me to live that way. 


Salisbury, Mo. Mrs. L. P. 








The True 
Date of the 


Lord's Supper 


and ‘Resurrection. 


Sunday following the full moon after the spring equinox? 

The encyclopedia gives us the answer: “This diversity 

of usage was gradually brought to an end by the verdict 

of the Church of Rome. The Roman Christians adopted 

in the past, it will no doubt seem strange that —_ the ordinary Gentiles’ usage which, within certain limits, 

<the Megiddo congregation will be observing placed the observance of the Crucifixion on a Friday, and 

Wi Easter on Sunday, April 30. As we have _ that of the Resurrection on the following Sunday... The 
} roved the world wrong in the observance of Christmas Council of Nice, which was held in the year 325, ordained 

f? d New Year on December 25 and January 1; just so, that the celebration of Easter should thereafter always 
_| they are also wrong in regard to the time of all the princi- | take place on the Sunday which immediately follows the 

’ (¥pal church festivals. The Bible teaches plainly that Jesus full moon that happens upon or next after the day es 
\ was crucified on the 13th of Abib, the day preceding the vernal equinox.’ 

‘Jewish Passover which always came on the 14th of Abib. Those early Christians no longer kept the Jewish Bass- 
_¥He lay in the tomb over the 14th and the night of the _ over but, instead, observed the 13th of Abib as the PM 
4. 15th, and on the morning of the 15th rose from death’s Passover which Jesus instituted and the fifteenth of : 

Sstumber victorious over the grave for evermore. as the true Easter, because it was on that day Christ rose 

The beginning of the 13th of Abib comes, this year, on from the dead. But in the darkness of the Apostasy the 
=. * | Ythe evening of April 27, at which time members will meet _ true count of Bible time was lost, which accounts for the 

“at Megiddo Church to partake of the emblems according seeming discrepancy, especially in dates. How could ed 

to the pattern left by our Master the night in which He help being seeming contradictions when they try to rea 

jwas betrayed into the hands of sinful men to be crucified, Roman time into the Bible, when there is not a referengé 
; | ‘because He would not deny the truth that He was born to to Roman time contained in it in counting time? The \ 
| be King of all this earth in that Day which is now so nigh _— false teachers and not the Bible are the cause of the 
d. seeming contradictions. 
at he Eneyélopedia Britannica states: “The first Chris- We ourselves were once in the same darkness, but with 
s, being derived from or intimately connected with the eyes of our understanding enlightened we wonder how 
e Jewish Church, naturally continued to observe the people can be so blind as to believe that Jesus was/cruci- 
Jewish festivals, though in a new spirit, as commemo- fied on Friday and rose from the dead. on unday of 
ation of events of which these had been the shadow.” Roman time, when the Scripture is so a at Jesus 
e passover of the Jews ended with the 14th day of _ instituted the Supper on the pra etl en of 
é moon at evening, “and the Easter Festival would the 13th, was crucified next day’ dees t ended, 
imn slept in the new tomb of Joseph of se over the 
eek.” This month being Abib (Ex. 12: 1, 2; 18: 4), the | Sabbath or 14th, the second Sabbath of the year, and rose 
ipst“mnonth of God’s year, lunar time, governed by the from the dead on the morning of the ~~ of .Abib of Bible 
tirely, we know that Christ was crucified on the _ time. 
" @ 18th a that He rose from the dead on the 15th, so that “Very early in the morning” (Luke ae 1) on the anni- 
§ Ee og ye on that day “irrespective of the day of the | versary of that day so Jong ago, we shall meet in-our 


church to read and sing’o wonderful morningwhen 
eeiyaeaes changed God’s time, changed the _ the devout women wen e pepulchre and found the 
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Prisoners of Ourselves 


reaction at seeing a human being deprived of his 
freedom. 

“Recently I was riding in a railroad coach from 
Rochester to Utica. Two young lads sat a few seats in 
front of me. Viewed from the rear they seemed to be 
looking at the scenery and conversing like other passen- 
gers. Presently it came time for them to leave the train. 
Then I noticed that they were handcuffed to each other. 
It is hard to describe the expression of their faces as 
they walked down the aisle. There was a look of humilia- 
tion, touched with bitterness. I tried to think how I should 
feel if I were led through a staring crowd shackled like 
a wild animal that could not be trusted with its freedom. 
Bitter is the shame of being a prisoner of the law.” 

Another kind of prisoner has been made familiar to us 
by recent wars. Brave men have been captured by enemy 
troops and held as prisoners of war. Captive peoples 
have been confined in prison camps. They have suffered 
privation, even torture, but they have been under no 
shadow of shame. 

And there is still another class of prisoners. They are 
not shackled or subjected to public disgrace like prisoners 
of the law. They are not starved or brainwashed like 
prisoners of war. They may walk the streets or sit in 
their homes without any external restraint. Yet they are 
imprisoned by bars of their own making. And we our- 
selves may be among these. 

Psalm 142 is headed with this inscription: “A prayer 
of David when he was in a cave.” If, as some think, this 
psalm voices the mood of David when he was in the cave 
of Adullam where he was rallying his followers around 
him, then it is not written from a physical prison. Yet 
this psalm contains the petition: “Bring me out of prison, 
that I may give thanks to thy name!” David’s spirit was 
in prison although his body was unfettered. So is it with 
many a person. 

For one thing, some of us may be prisoners of our 
bodies. Our minds dwell in bodies, and whenever the 
body gets the upper hand, our spirits are imprisoned. 

Watch an active young girl at play out in the open air. 
How carefree of her body she seems to be. It is just a 
wonderful instrument to be used in pursuing her play. 
Then think of that person fifty years later, and consider 
how much the concern of her body may have come to 
dominate her thought and consume her time. The care 
of the body’s health, the coddling of its comforts, the 
beautifying of its appearance—all this becomes almost 
a major concern of some people. When this happens it is 
evident that the body has gotten the better of the spirit. 

There are professional invalids in the world who spend 
their time and money going from doctor to doctor seeking 
health, yet are so completely shackled by self-pity and 
negative thinking that the cleverest doctor can do them 
no good. This same inconsistency exists among professed 
lifeseekers. They tell themselves they want to be healed; 
they go to the Great Physician who is able to heal every 
malady. But they approach Him with a negative mental 
attitude, saying, “There is no hope, I cannot be cured. 


ie THE FOLLOWING words, an eyewitness relates his 





Evil habits have such a strangle hold on me that my 
disease is incurable. I cannot free myself from the prison 
of my own making.” 

A little girl, once hearing a sermon on I Cor. 9: 27, 
where Paul said “I keep under my body, and bring it into 
subjection,” reported at home that the minister said, “I 
keep my soul on top.” Both Paul and the little girl had 
caught the spirit of Christ. Jesus had merited the title 
of the Great Physician not primarily because of specific 
illnesses which He had cured, but because He put the body 
in its proper place in the wholeness of life. He did heal 
men’s bodies, but He told them that if they would seek 
“first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,” their 
bodily needs would fall into their proper and secondary 
place. He knew that when persons are fired with a con- 
suming purpose they become almost indifferent to food 
and raiment—yes, even to pain. 

Much as we deplore war and its diabolical devastation, 
we cannot deny that during war people give less time 
to coddling their bodies and worrying about their peace 
of mind. We can see the point and the rebuke in the ex- 
soldier’s remark: “During the war we died for things; 
now we die of things.” Big purposes free us from petty 
fretfulness and little ailments. And there can be no 
bigger purpose for us to pursue than the purpose of 
fitting ourselves to merit eternal salvation. 

God can also keep us from being imprisoned by our 
earthly possessions. We like to surround ourselves with 
our belongings. It is natural and right to desire nice 
things around us. God has given us “richly all things to 
enjoy.” Our personalities are in part revealed by the 
furnishings of our homes. These surroundings show our 
taste, develop our artistic interests, enlarge our lives. 
But a house is made to be lived in and not to be lived for. 
Some women are better housekeepers than homemakers. 
Our material possessions are meant to be the scaffolding 
by which we build more stately mansions for our souls. 
But they can become our prisons. 

We might well heed the words of the poet: 

“Lift up the curtain; for an hour lift up, 

The veil that holds you prisoners in this world 
Of coins and wires and motor-horns, this world 
Of figures, and of men who trust in facts, 

This pitiable, hypocritic world 

Where men with blinkered eyes and hobbled feet 
Grope down a narrow gorge and call it life.” 


The Quest for Mere Things 


Jesus sensed the danger of our being enthralled by 
earthly things, and that is why He uttered the following 
words of caution: “Take no [anxious] thought for your 
life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet 
for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more 
than meat, and the body than raiment? ... But seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you” (Matt. 6: 25, 33). 
He would have us keep the right proportion between what 
we live on and what we live for. 

As Jesus looked out upon the life of His time He saw 
men interpreting life in terms of the physical and imme- 
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diate. They were prisoners of themselves. People regarded 
money, power and pleasure the important things. The 
degeneracy in religion was such that ritual, ceremonies, 
robes and ornaments, had replaced the truer values of 
faith, mercy and righteousness. While the body of man- 
kind was vitally alive, and its interest in the things which 
could be seen and sensed was keen, its soul was slowly 
but surely dying. The arena and the circus were the 
centers of attraction, while the spiritual values were in 
eclipse. 

But Jesus’ position was the very opposite. He had said 
that material values were not the most important, that 
the life of the true Christian must not be interpreted in 
the terms of ‘What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? 
or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?” (v. 31). Man could 
not live by bread alone, but by eating every word of God. 
The significant things were not money, food, clothes, 
power and pleasure; but faith, hope, prayer, patience and 
obedience. These were the superior values, these were the 
things to be sought for with unabating vigor. 

As a rule mankind is attracted by the things which are 
seen, yet the material values we are so prone to delight 
in have their limitations, Earthly possessions may seem 
so real, but taken together they cannot provide us with 
peace of mind, they cannot bestow upon us geniune 
happiness, or assure us of a life that will never end. In 
our highest moments we realize that “the invisibilities are 
the realities, and the intangibles are the permanencies.” 
Said the great Apostle: “The things which are seen are 
temporal: but the things which are not seen are eternal” 
(II Cor. 4: 18). 

A sage of the Nineteenth Century spoke words that 
describe so perfectly today’s attitude as to make them 
seem currently spoken: ‘Things are in the saddle, and are 
riding mankind.” If those words were true in Emerson’s 
day, they are ten times truer today. Luxuries have become 
necessities, and mere “things”—what shall we eat, and 
drink, wear and use—are riding mankind more than at 
any time in the past, making our lives cluttered and com- 
plicated. The average salaried man or wage earner, in an 
effort to keep abreast of the times, spends his money 
months, and sometimes years, before he gets it, making 
him a virtual slave to his creditors. 


Imprisoned by Our Passions 


And furthermore, our bodies can imprison us by their 
passions. We know what strong fetters are forged by 
sinful habit. All about us among the worldlings there are 
slaves of drink, lust, and greed. But among us also are 
those who can testify with the apostle Paul, ‘““Where sin 
abounded, grace did much more abound” (Rom. 5: 20). 
They have found that through the power of the gospel 
God can so fill men and women with hope and the higher 
hungers, that they can deliver themselves from the bond- 
age of degrading appetite. 

In our journey through life we fetter ourselves with 
chains of anger, jealousy, impatience, envy, sensitiveness. 
They are chains of our own forging; fashioned with our 
own hands, securely attached to our lives by our own 
fingers; and by our own actions we add to their growing 
weight link by link until, like the Prophet of old, we are— 
you are—-“‘I am—a burden to myself” (Job 7: 20). So 
wearying and depressing is the effect of these prison walls 
as to rob life of its present joys, and destroy its future 
hope. 

Perhaps we have chained ourselves with the desire to 





receive honor from men, and are so concerned with what 
they may say and think about us that the desire for God’s 
honor is secondary in our thoughts. There are people 
who live on praise and approbation. Give such a man his 
shot of praise in the morning, and he will be buoyant and 
happy all day. Deprive him of his morning booster, and he 
will be disagreeable and morose the whole day long—or 
at least until he gets his dram of approbation. But Jesus 
stands ready to break his fetters with His advice not to 
seek honor of men. “How can ye believe, which receive 
honor one of another, and seek not the honor that cometh 
from God only?” (John 5: 44). 

If we have surrounded ourselves with the confining 
walls of selfishness, covetousness, pride, hurt feelings, we 
face a tedious task when we attempt to break out of our 
prison. If, on the other hand, we banish the evils before 
they imprison us, we remain God’s freemen. Herein lies 
the great secret of freedom from sin’s binding chains: 
Rout the evil before it becomes linked to you. Do not give 
one evil desire the chance to become established in your 
thoughts. It is easier to keep free than to secure freedom 
after once we have been shackled. We may not be able to 
prevent the birds from flying over our heads, but we can 
keep them from making nests in our hair. 

When we wittingly put off doing the things we know we 
ought to do, we strengthen the prison walls that enslave 
us. If we would call our trials experiences, and remember 
that every experience develops some latent force within 
us, we would grow in grace and knowledge, and be happy 
and contented, however adverse our circumstances. Too 
often we forget that temptation is a proving ground to 
break our will. If easily slighted or offended it shows we 
are still in a prison of our own making. If easily provoked 
to anger, the trying tasks we dislike the most are the best 
experience we could possibly have. Every step of our 
development into a perfect character is the removal of a 
fetter of our own ways. 

We need God’s grace to keep our hearts free from 
resentment against those who wrong us. A white reporter 
once sought an interview with Roland Hayes, the great 
Negro singer. He found him in a dingy room where he 
was eating his meal because the hotel denied him a better 
place of dining. The reporter exploded in anger, but 
Hayes said: “My earliest teacher in voice, himself a 
Negro, told me that as an artist, a black artist, I would 
suffer terribly if I allowed the barbs to penetrate my soul; 
but if my heart was right, and my spirit divinely disci- 
plined, then nobody in all the world would be able to hurt 
me. I now know that this is true. I try every moment of 
every day to live in such awareness of the divine that no 
bitterness can creep into my heart. Thus I have learned 
how to be happy, and I have discovered that nobody in all 
the world can hurt me except myself.” 

When a person can attain such an attitude, he has 
escaped from the imprisoning bitterness of mind and 
heart. In the words of Henry van Dyke: 


“Self is the only prison that can ever bind the soul: 

Love is the only angel who can bid the gates unroll; 

And when he comes to call thee, arise and follow fast; 

His way may lie through darkness, but it leads to light at last.” 


The Final Conquest 


A clear-visioned analyst, a product of our own age, 
aptly describes man’s emancipation from himself as, the 
final conquest. The following are his words: “‘We have 
torn out the hearts of the mountains, and emptied the 
(Continued on page 8) 








He cArose 


A stillness lay upon the earth, 
As in the eastern sky 

The signs appeared in coral tints 
That day was drawing nigh; 

Yet ‘neath the shadow of the hill 
There stood a Roman band, 

To guard the tomb of Christ my Lord, 
As Pilate gave command. 

But hark! an e 
The guards fall to the ground; 

An angel rolls the stone away 
And Death no more is found; 

For ’tis the resurrection day, 
And Christ in victory 

Steps forth from out the shrouded tomb 
To live eternally. 

O, halleluiah, He arose 
Who had been crucified. 

He lives! And all shall live with Him 
Who in His love abide. 

The bars of Death He tore away 
And that grim monster's might 

Was conquered by the living pow’r 
Of Christ, the Lord of light. 

In triumph then He trod the earth 
Which had received His blood, 

And fragrant beauty burst anew 
Like blossoms from the bud, 
That He who once was dead 

Is now alive for evermore 
Just as the Scripture said. 

And now the centuries have passed, 
The world in darkness lies; 

Yet we behold the day unfold 
Across the morning skies, 

For Christ who rose to heav'n above 
Is coming back again, 

His sheep shall rise as He arose, 
And with Him they shall reign. 

“The Resurrection and the Life” 
In Christ the Lord we see, 

For Life hath overcome the stroke 
Of Death on Calvary; 

With Him, the Victor o'er the grave, 


rends the rock, 


vk. 


Happiness Comes Only By Doing Right 


HAPPINESS is something that every one seems to 
desire. We all long for it. Men and women the world 
over are continually seeking for happiness, but do they 
find it? Too often it is shallow and always of short 
duration. 

We might ask the question, ““What is happiness?” One 
writer defines it thus: ‘Happiness consists in being per- 
fectly satisfied with what we have and with what we do 
not have. It is not how much we have, but how much we 
enjoy, that makes happiness.” He says further, “Seek 
happiness for its own sake, and you will not find it; seek 
for duty, and happiness will follow, as the shadow comes 
with the sunshine.” 

Jesus said, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: 
and ye shall find rest unto your souls.” What is there that 
could give us any more satisfaction than this wonderful 
promise! It is this Word of hope and promise with its 
divine assurance that makes us happy. It is our meat, our 
drink, our comfort, our trust, our staff—our all. It is our 
everything. 

If we are building, as Paul did, we shall be rejoicing. 
We must step up and work with God, then we know that 
He is working with us. If the things that we are doing 
continually are not in opposition to the natural mind, 
then we may know that we are not working for eternity. 
“No thoroughly occupied mind was ever yet very 
miserable.” 

It has been said: “Happiness is neither within us only, 
nor without us; it is the union of ourselves with God.” 

True happiness is based on contentment and content- 
ment springs from activity, and no action is as gratifying 
and profitable as that which is exercised to godliness. 

“The firefly shines only when on the wing; so it is with 
the mind; when we rest, we darken”—and dull. We must 
be wide awake and alert, watching self, putting away 
every evil. “Unhappy is the man who is not so much 
dissatisfied with what he is as with what the other fellow 
possesses.” That green monster of the flesh will make us 
very miserable and unhappy. 

“If you have died with Christ to material ways of 
looking at things, why do you act as though you still 
belonged to the world, and submit to rules like ‘You must 
not handle,’ ‘You must not taste,’ ‘You must not touch’— 
referring to things that are all meant to be used up and 
destroved? This is to follow mere human rules and 
regulations. Such practices pass for wisdom, with their 
self-imposed devotions, their self-humiliation, and their 
ascetic discipline, but they carry with them no real 
distinction, they are really only a catering to the flesh ” 
(Col. 2: 20, 21, Amer. Trans.). 

Above all, we should fill the mind with grand, elevating 
thoughts, for only by doing this, can we be able to resist 
the low and groveling for, “Happy is the man that findeth 
wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding. For the 
merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, 
and the gain thereof than fine gold. She is more precious 
than rubies: and all the things thou canst desire are not 
to be compared unto her. Length of days is in her right 
hand; and in her left hand riches and honour. Her ways 
are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. 
She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and 
happy is every one that retaineth her.” 

We, ourselves, carry the key of our own happiness and 
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Pressed in the mind till the dark surges roll, 
Pressure by foes and pressure by friends, 


Pressure on pressure till life nearly ends; 
Pressed into knowing no helper but God, 
Pressed into loving the staff and the rod, 
Pressed into liberty where nothing clings, 
Pressed into faith for impossible things, 
Pressed into living a life in the Lord, 
Pressed into living a Christ-life outpoured.” 





Nazareth 


In spite of the contempt with which it was regarded, 
the little town of Nazareth, situated as it was in a 
secluded valley yet close upon the confines of a great 
nation and in the center of a mixed population, was 
eminently fitted to be the home of our Master for thirty 
years and the scene of that quiet growth in wisdom and 
stature and in favor with God and man. 

What constituted the varied scenes of those passing 
years is a question which the Christian cannot help asking 
in deep reverence and yearning love. The most calm and 
unknown lot is often the happiest, and we may safely say 
that those years in the home and trade of the Carpenter 
of Nazareth were happy ones in our Master’s life. 

“Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?” was often 
repeated, and the only possible answer is now as it was 
then, “Come and see,” as said by Philip. Although His 





earthly form has been hid from view since He breathed 
a tender last farewell to His disciples and the azure sky 
closed upon Him, yet in the truest sense to know Christ is 
to know the Truth, to love and reflect its precious pre- 
cepts in our daily life. Then we may say: Come and see 
a dying world given a hope through the power of His life 
and resurrection; come and see darkness dispelled and 
light burst forth into the lives of those who have followed 
in His footsteps; come and see the place where once 
anger and strife rested now transformed into sweet and 
happy homes because of His great example. Come and see 
the acts of one great drama continued through the centu- 
ries, and you will behold them all tending to one grand 
development according to the divine plan; and in the 
closing scene you will behold the lowly carpenter from 
Nazareth crowned King of kings of that new creation. 





He cArose 


A stillness lay upon the earth, 
As in the eastern sky 

The signs appeared in coral tints 
That day was drawing nigh; 

Yet ‘neath the shadow of the hill 
There stood a Roman band, 


To guard the tomb of Christ my Lord, 


As Pilate gave command. 


But hark! an earthquake rends the rock, 


The guards fall to the ground; 
An angel rolls the stone away 

And Death no more is found; 
For ’tis the resurrection day, 

And Christ in victory 


Steps forth from out the shrouded tomb 


To live eternally. 

O, halleluiah, He arose 
Who had been crucified. 

He lives! And all shall live with Him 
Who in His love abide. 

The bars of Death He tore away 
And that grim monster's might 

Was conquered by the living pow’r 
Of Christ, the Lord of light. 

In triumph then He trod the earth 
Which had received His blood, 

And fragrant beauty burst anew 
Like blossoms from the bud, 

As men beheld the mystery 
That He who once was dead 

Is now alive for evermore 
Just as the Scripture said. 

And now the centuries have passed, 
The world in darkness lies; 

Yet we behold the day unfold 
Across the morning skies, 

For Christ who rose to heav’n above 
Is coming back again, 

His sheep shall rise as He arose, 
And with Him they shall reign. 

“The Resurrection and the Life” 
In Christ the Lord we see, 

For Life hath overcome the stroke 
Of Death on Calvary; 

With Him, the Victor o’er the grave, 
They ll stand identified 

Who like Him bore their daily cross, 
Till sin was crucified. 

O sound His praises from the heart 
For His undying light. 

Give praises to our God above 
Who doeth all things right. 

Awake, O world, to welcome Him 
Who, from the gates of pearl 


Shall come “with healing in His wings” 


Love’s banner to unfurl. 
Behold, He standeth at the door, 
Then haste thy lamp to trim, 
Lift up thine eyes in gratitude 
O Christian, worship Him! 
He breaks the fetters from the soul, 
New life through Him is born, 
Then praise the living Lord of Life 
_ . This Resurrection morn! 


Happiness Comes Only By Doing Right 


APPINESS is something that every one seems to 

desire. We all long for it. Men and women the world 
over are continually seeking for happiness, but do they 
find it? Too often it is shallow and always of short 
duration. 

We might ask the question, ‘‘What is happiness?” One 
writer defines it thus: “Happiness consists in being per- 
fectly satisfied with what we have and with what we do 
not have. It is not how much we have, but how much we 
enjoy, that makes happiness.’’ He says further, ‘Seek 
happiness for its own sake, and you will not find it; seek 
for duty, and happiness will follow, as the shadow comes 
with the sunshine.” 

Jesus said, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: 
and ye shall find rest unto your souls.” What is there that 
could give us any more satisfaction than this wonderful 
promise! It is this Word of hope and promise with its 
divine assurance that makes us happy. It is our meat, our 
drink, our comfort, our trust, our staff—our all. It is our 
everything. 

If we are building, as Paul did, we shall be rejoicing. 
We must step up and work with God, then we know that 
He is working with us. If the things that we are doing 
continually are not in opposition to the natural mind, 
then we may know that we are not working for eternity. 
“No thoroughly occupied mind was ever yet very 
miserable.” 

It has been said: ‘‘Happiness is neither within us only, 
nor without us; it is the union of ourselves with God.” 

True happiness is based on contentment and content- 
ment springs from activity, and no action is as gratifying 
and profitable as that which is exercised to godliness. 

“The firefly shines only when on the wing; so it is with 
the mind; when we rest, we darken”—and dull. We must 
be wide awake and alert, watching self, putting away 
every evil. “Unhappy is the man who is not so much 
dissatisfied with what he is as with what the other fellow 
possesses.” That green monster of the flesh will make us 
very miserable and unhappy. 

“If you have died with Christ to material ways of 
looking at things, why do you act as though you still 
belonged to the world, and submit to rules like ‘You must 
not handle,’ ‘You must not taste,’ “You must not touch’— 
referring to things that are all meant to be used up and 
destroyed? This is to follow mere human rules and 
regulations. Such practices pass for wisdom, with their 
self-imposed devotions, their self-humiliation, and their 
ascetic discipline, but they carry with them no real 
distinction, they are really only a catering to the flesh ” 
(Col. 2: 20, 21, Amer. Trans.). 

Above all, we should fill the mind with grand, elevating 
thoughts, for only by doing this, can we be able to resist 
the low and groveling for, “Happy is the man that findeth 
wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding. For the 
merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, 
and the gain thereof than fine gold. She is more precious 
than rubies: and all the things thou canst desire are not 
to be compared unto her. Length of days is in her right 
hand; and in her left hand riches and honour. Her ways 
are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. 
She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and 
happy is every one that retaineth her.” 

We, ourselves, carry the kev of our own happiness and 
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Pressed in the body and pressed in the soul, 
Pressed in the mind till the dark surges roll, 


Pressure by foes and pressure by friends, 


Pressure on pressure till life nearly ends; 
Pressed into knowing no helper but God, 
Pressed into loving the staff and the rod, 
Pressed into liberty where nothing clings, 
Pressed into faith for impossible things, 
Pressed into living a life in the Lord, 
Pressed into living a Christ-life outpoured.” 





Nazareth 


In spite of the contempt with which it was regarded, 
the little town of Nazareth, situated as it was in a 
secluded valley yet close upon the confines of a great 
nation and in the center of a mixed population, was 
eminently fitted to be the home of our Master for thirty 
years and the scene of that quiet growth in wisdom and 
stature and in favor with God and man. 

What constituted the varied scenes of those passing 
years is a question which the Christian cannot help asking 
in deep reverence and yearning love. The most calm and 
unknown lot is often the happiest, and we may safely say 
that those years in the home and trade of the Carpenter 
of Nazareth were happy ones in our Master’s life. 

“Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?” was often 
repeated, and the only possible answer is now as it was 
then, ‘Come and see,” as said by Philip. Although His 





earthly form has been hid from view since He breathed 
a tender last farewell to His disciples and the azure sky 
closed upon Him, yet in the truest sense to know Christ is 
to know the Truth, to love and reflect its precious pre- 
cepts in our daily life. Then we may say: Come and see 
a dying world given a hope through the power of His life 
and resurrection; come and see darkness dispelled and 
light burst forth into the lives of those who have followed 
in His footsteps; come and see the place where once 
anger and strife rested now transformed into sweet and 
happy homes because of His great example. Come and see 
the acts of one great drama continued through the centu- 
ries, and you will behold them all tending to one grand 
development according to the divine plan; and in the 
closing scene you will behold the lowly carpenter from 
Nazareth crowned King of kings of that new creation. 
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Prisoners of Ourselves 


(Continued from page 5) 

veins of the earth. We have stripped the forests of ver- 
dure and blackened the land of our birth. We have har- 
nessed the floods and the lightning and swept the rocks 
from our path. We have whispered across the waters and 
braved the storms in their wrath. We have walked on the 
floor of the rivers and followed the birds to the sky; we 
have sailed in the depths of the waters where long lost 
galleons lie. We have beaten the tasks of the Titans and 
wedded the winds to our needs. We have reared up towers 
like Babel and done the mightiest deeds. We have short- 
ened time and distance and narrowed the realm of space. 
We have everywhere spread dominion of the dauntless 
human race. Yea, mighty are we and drivers of al! that 
lives and delves. We have toiled and fought and mastered 
—but have yet to conquer ourselves.” 


Liberality 


Today men delight in saying, I am a liberal. Well, if we 
are truly liberal, our hearts as well as our minds and our 
bodies must be liberated. When doors are shut against us, 
we are prone to draw into ourselves and lock our hearts 
against others. When others give us the cold shoulder, we 
turn to them a cold back. When we know that another 
dislikes or suspects us, we are likely to do the things 
which tend to arouse more dislikes or suspicion. Thus 
distrust begets distrust. Thus hearts freeze up into 
prisons of our own making, and we forget the divine 
injunction: “Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and 
clamor, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with 
all malice: and be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath 
forgiven you” (Eph. 4: 31, 32). 

The trials and struggles of today are but the price we 
must pay for the accomplishments and victories of tomor- 
row. Most certainly the apostle Peter was acquainted with 
the walls of confinement that imprison human nature, 
and no doubt he had been shut in by them more than 
once before he wrote the words: “For this is thank- 
worthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, 
suffering wrongfully. For what glory is it, if, when ye be 
buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, 
when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, 
this is acceptable with God” (I Pet. 2: 19, 20). Doubtless 
Peter was aware that this was setting a very high stand- 
ard for erring mortals, many of whom live for praise and 
die of censure, but he had received this information from 
the lips of Jesus Himself. No one naturally likes to be told 
of his faults, much less endure criticism when he has 
done well; hence this is one of the most sturdy chains 
from which we must unshackle ourselves. The task is as 
difficult today as it was in Peter’s day. 

We should bear in mind that God knows our hearts 
and in His “Book of Remembrance” every good deed is 
recorded. Temporary honor may be forfeited, because our 
virtues are not recognized. Perhaps even humiliation will 
have to be endured because of unjust blame. But the great, 
good soul, is affected by neither. These things are not 
worthy of mention compared with the honor of having our 
virtues recognized and acclaimed by God in the eternal 
future. When we get the larger, liberating outlook, we 
distinguish between the transcient and the lasting. 

Soon dawns the Day of Account when we shall stand 
before the just Judge; our supreme desire then will be to 


possess the ticket of admission to the new world, with 
privileges to “ride upon the high places of the earth,” and 
mount aloft with the freedom ot the wind. But all this 
hinges upon our ceasing to be prisoners to ourselves. 


Freedom, not Bondage 


God’s plan for us is freedom, not bondage. He has called 
us to freedom, freedom from ourselves. Jesus said, ‘And 
ye shail know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free.” ''o know the truth, is to know the truth of God’s 
Word, to accept of that which can be proved, and reject 
that which conilicts with the general teaching of the Bible. 
‘hen it is even more important to know the truth about 
ourselves. Naturally we are prisoners of ourselves. We 
have been brainwashed, in favor of ourselves. Our eye- 
sight is defective, so that we cannot see ourselves in our 
true light. '‘’he transgression that appears like a plank in 
the eye of our brother, appears as only a small splinter 
if it is our own eye. Therefore we need to be freed from 
ourselves, before we can know the truth about ourselves. 

This thralldom comes to us naturally, it is our heritage 
from birth. ‘Even so we, when we were children, were in 
bondage under the elements of this world,” said the great 
Apostie. ‘But when the fulness of time was come, God 
sent forth his Son, ... to redeem them that were under the 
law, that we might receive the adoption of sons” (Gal. 
4: 3—5). We have been made free, but freedom has its 
price. ‘the fact that we have been made free is no sign 
that we shall continue to be free if we do nothing to 
enhance our freedom. In ys. 8 and 9 Paul rebukes the 
Galatian Church for their infidelity in wanting to turn 
back to their former bondage: ‘‘In those days, when you 
were ignorant of God, you were in servitude to gods who 
are really no gods at all; but now that you have known 
God—or rather, are known by God—how is it you are 
turning back again to the weakness and poverty of the 
Elemental spirits? Why do you want to be enslaved all 
over again by them?” (Moffatt’s translation). 

The Apostle issues another warning in ch. 5: 13: ‘For, 
brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not 
liberty as an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one 
another.” We have been called to liberty, but we must 
not use liberty as an occasion to the flesh, else we are 
immediately recaptured by ourselves. This bondage to self 
is real, and it comes naturally to us. The moral corruption 
of our nature asserts itself again and again, and can 
bring us into bondage which besides being real—is even 
more hazardous—than bondage imposed by the law of the 
land. Peter spoke understandingly of this bondage when 
he said, “For of whom a man is overcome, of the same is 
he brought in bondage” (II Pet. 2: 19). It was for this 
reason that Paul warned the Roman church: “Be not 
overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.” The 
shackles of the flesh keep coming back on, unless we main- 
tain an eternal resistance against them. 

Paul spake again of the hazards of this bondage, and 
how to get free from it, in Rom. 8: 13—15: “For if ye 
live after the flesh,’—in bondage to the ways of the 
natural mind—“ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit 
do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. For as 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons 
of God. For ye have not received the spirit of bondage 
again to fear; but ye have received the spirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry, Abba, Father.” To cease being prisoners 
of ourselves we must submit to the guidance of God 
through His Word, must be led by His Spirit. 
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The Source of Our Freedom from Ourselves 


We read in Gal. 4: 26: “But Jerusalem which is above is 
free, which is the mother of us all.” In the Scriptures, the 
authority of the Eternal and the system of laws which 
directs the lives of His people, are figuratively referred to 
as “Jerusalem.” In this chapter Paul speaks of the two 
covenants, the one taking its authority from the Mosaic 
or Ten Commandment Law given on Mt. Sinai (which 
had become obsolete), and the law of Faith which alone 
could bring eternal life and freedom from the bondage 
of mortality. The two sons of Abraham, Isaac and 
Ishmael, one by a bondwoman, and the other by a free 
woman, by promise, are used allegorically to typify these 
two covenants. Jerusalem, once the seat of God’s temporal 
kingdom on earth, was now, with her children, in bondage 
both literally and spiritually. But Jerusalem from above, 
typifying the Authority of God’s future arrangement of 
things on this earth, is free, and the Mother of us all. 

Primarily, divine Authority is said to come from 
heaven. “He shall send from heaven, and save me from 
the reproach of him that would swallow me up.” “Thou 
didst cause judgment to be heard from heaven” (Ps, 57: 
3; 76: 8). 

At best, human life upon earth has been one long 
period of bondage to fear, hate, turmoil, revenge, to 
merciless individuals, to tyrannical overlords, to say 
nothing of the bondage to the evil propensities of human 
nature. By accepting divine Authority, the Word of God, 
to act as a ruling force in our lives, we no longer are in 
bondage to our inherent moral defects. Wrath, malice, 
pride, jealousy, deceit, stubbornness, are among these 
traits under which we were held in bondage until freed 
by accepting the surveillance of the Word of God, and 
amending our lives. 

No freedom in life equals the bliss of becoming free 
from ourselves. Compare the worth of the moral strength 
that makes it possible for us to sit down and calmly talk 
over our differences with one who strongly opposes us 
or has done us a wrong, with the natural trend to let our 
tempers go, talk back, and make wild and groundless 
statements to our opponent which we shall regret later. 
Is it not a release to be able to conquer our pride so that 
the possession of wealth, temporal power, and authority 
over others, will not puff us up or lead us to think too 
highly of ourselves? If enjoying the moral freedom of the 
sons of God we can even be told of our own faults and 
shortcomings and take it with good grace and profit by it. 
In Isaiah 42: 6, 7, the Prophet alludes to this bondage to 
self as being “in prison,” and predicts its ultimate end 
with Christ’s second coming: “I the Lord have called thee 
in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep 
thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a 
light of the Gentiles; to open the blind eyes, to bring out 
the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in dark- 
ness out of the prison house.” 


The Ultimate Freedom 


But desirable as is the possession of these freedoms we 
have enumerated, they are not the only freedoms the 
“Jerusalem from above” has to bestow. The freedom from 
pain, disease, old age and otherwise inescapable death, is 
the emancipation that we long for. And we are not left 
to doubt that the “Jerusalem from above” can and will 
unbar the gates to these liberties. We have the assurance 
from the Revelator that “God shall wipe away all tears 


from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: 
for the former things are passed away” (Rev. 21: 4). 

In II Cor. 5: 2 Paul speaks of the change from mortality 
to immortality as being ‘‘clothed upon with our house... 
from heaven.” ‘‘For in this we groan, earnestly desiring 
to be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven: 
if so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked. 
For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being bur- 
dened: not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed 
upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life.” We 
do not want to be unclothed: we want the moral change, 
the release from sin, from the smallness and pettiness of 
our carnal natures—and if sincere we will be working 
daily to get that change, but we want more. Above all 
we desire the physical change. We “groan” or yearn earn- 
estly to be clothed upon with our house from heaven, with 
immortality, “that mortality might be swallowed up of 
life.” 

Let us not delay in smashing the confining walls that 
have held us in abject slavery to ourselves, that becoming 
God’s free men and free women, we can at last be freed 
from the bondage of mortality, and with all His faithful 
servants join in the triumphal acclaim, “O Death, where 
is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?” 


— oe — 
OBITUARY 


On Wednesday, March 29, funeral services for Sister 
Emily Gray Stewart were conducted at the Robinson’s 
Funeral Home in Hamilton, Ontario Canada, Brother 
K. E. Flowerday officiating. 

Our Sister who had been ill for several years succumbed 
to a sudden attack while being rushed to the hospital. 

Sister Stewart became acquainted with our church and 
its teaching over 25 years ago. She was convinced by 
the straightforward, comprehensive, compelling eluci- 
dation of Scripture. This conviction remained constant to 
the very end of her life. 

The deceased is survived by her husband, Andrew G. 
Stewart of Hamilton, and two sons, David also of 
Hamilton, and Brother Andrew I. G. Stewart of our 
Rochester congregation. 





Happiness Comes Only By Doing Right 


(Continued from page 6) 
no one can give it to us or take it away. “If ye know 
these things,” said Jesus, “happy are ye if ye do them.” 
This will be a happiness that only begins with this short, 
fleeting life; it will expand and extend to boundless 
ecstasy on and on throughout an endless eternity. 





What do contented men desire? 
Poor men have 

And rich men require? 
The miser spends, 

The spendthrift saves, 
And all men 

Carry to their graves? 
Answer—Nothing. 
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Meditations 
On ea Word 


“Then said 1, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is 
written of me,) to do thy will,O God” (Hebrews 10:7 ). 


Among people who have taken the trouble to acquaint 
themselves—at least in a general way—with the contents 
of the Bible, and yet who do not view it with approbation, 
the complaint is often heard that the characters of the 
Bible are weak, or they are vicious, relieved only by an 
occasional strong character which meets their approval. 

All this under God’s Plan is necessarily true, for if all 
persons who were striving to attain the eternal approval 
of God could do so without any more inconvenience than 
an occasional and passing difficulty, and possibly only a 
bit of discouragement, where and how could any benefit 
result to us? The Bible would no longer be a thorough 
furnisher unto all good works (II Tim. 3: 17). 

Human nature presents an endless variety of character 
combinations. When we are at the center of the little 
sphere of activity we claim as our own, any direction in 
which we may look presents an almost infinite variety of 
people and characteristics, and yet the plan of God covers 
all these people. More than that, the Book He has given 
us covers all these people and reaches down into the heart 
of each person who will make any small effort to acquaint 
himself with the principles and lives herein recorded. 

Our meditation verse says, “Then said I, Lo, I come 
... to do thy will, O God.” But the Author of Hebrews 
only quotes what had been said long before by the 
Psalmist, “Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the 
book it is written of me, I delight to do thy will, O my 
God: yea, thy law is within my heart” (Psalm 40: 7, 8). 
The plan God has laid down, both for the present and 
future of humanity, covers all. No person is too humble or 
too important to be covered by its laws. The reward for 
a virtuous life is as certain for the humble as for the 
mighty, and the punishment for the confirmed sinner as 
certain for the sin of omission as for the sin of com- 
mission. 

God has not only given the command that we must 
obey His righteous statutes to live, or suffer death if we 
disobey, but from Genesis to Revelation He has given 
generously the examples of people who have overcome, 
not only the difficulties of life which surrounded them 
but the hazards presented by the weakness of their own 
natures. When we stop to think of it, we could take little 
encouragement in our personal battles against the nat- 
ural tendencies of our own heart simply by viewing the 
easy and effortless accomplishments of super men and 
women. 

Joseph had to obey God’s commandments and live 
righteously. What help could it have been to us if Joseph 
had emigrated to Egypt under happy and favorable cir- 
cumstances and had then proceeded to make himself the 
Prime Minister of the land through sheer personal ability 
flavored with a small amount of good fortune? Joseph 
was not only an example of righteous living but of hum- 
ble, willing obedience to us who follow after. This was 





long years before Peter said, ‘““What glory is it, if, when 
ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? 
but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it pa- 
tiently, this is acceptable with God” (1 Peter 2: 20). 

David was a murderer in his heart days before Uriah 
the Hittite was slain on a distant battlefield, yet David 
repented of his evil deeds and brought forth fruits meet 
for repentance, for he is listed among the faithful in the 
llth chapter of Hebrews who “obtained a good report 
through faith.” Murder is a dark, evil blot and must 
have required a humble spirit of willing obedience in 
David to win back the lost ground. 

The Bible also gives examples on pride. Perhaps the 
most famous of those who humbled themselves voluntarily 
although beset with this sin, was Naaman the Syrian, 
whose pride in position and in his native country made 
him angry when he was told to wash in a near-by river. 
To him it was only a muddy stream in a foreign land, 
and he said, “Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of 
Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? May I 
not wash in them, and be clean? So he turned and went 
away in a rage” (II Kings 5: 12). But he overcame his 
pride, humbling himself when his servants came near 
and spake unto him, saying, “My father, if the prophet 
had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have 
done it? How much rather then, when he saith to thee, 
Wash, and be clean?’’ Obedience to the divine command 
is the surest sign of Christian character. The volume of 
the Book is not showing us a stubborn old general, but 
the wonderful picture of a man who put down his pride 
and obeved the one appointed of God to show him the 
godly principles which would change his life and give 
him a true hope. 

Sometimes the achievement of high position can affect 
one’s thinking and viewpoint so that all else in life is 
colored by this fact. Saul of Tarsus, the educated, a 
great scholar who profited above many of his equals in 
his own religion, had in his own life this stumbling block. 
And yet when the light of truth dawned upon his life and 
God’s commands came, he was able to overcome this haz- 
aid and count all things loss that he might win that future 
life promised to the faithful. Bravely, quickly, and with 
splendid humility, Paul aligned himself with the volume 
of the Book and set about keeping the command to make 
himself over into a new creature. 

Truly the Bible has given us many examples, even a 
perfect example, Jesus, who always obeyed God’s com- 
mandments after they were made known to Him. As the 
crowning act of a perfect life, He prayed for those in the 
mob demanding His life who might later turn from sin, 
saying in Luke 23: 34, “Father, forgive them; for they 
know not what they do.” These words came from the lips 
of a Man who did always those things which pleased His 
Heavenly Father, giving no unnecessary offense to any- 
one, and gave Himself freely to help and teach those who 
wanted to learn of the Way of Life. 

Truly the volume of the Book is an exacting master and 
requires our all in obedient service, even life itself if 
necessary. But it is also a book of examples, for the great 
and for the small, for the well-known and for the obscure, 
for the important and the unimportant, for the poor and 
for the rich. Its examples are drawn from all walks of 
life, for all who will listen to lifesaving words ‘of sal- 
vation. 








Questions and Answers 


“I would like to know who or what is ‘the elect lady and 
her children’ spoken of in II John 1: 1 and ‘the elect sister’ in 
verse 13.” 


Two opinions have been advanced as to the meaning of 
John’s salutation, “The elder unto the elect lady and her 
children, whom | love in the truth.” One opinion is that 
the elect lady was a deaconness, or minister, or honored 
matron of a certain church. Another view, and a view that 
seems more probable, is that II John is a letter to a con- 
gregation, addressed under a graceful figure, carrying the 
greeting of the “elder” to a sister church. 

In the style of the times when the letter was written, 
the word “elder” could apply to one of advanced age, and 
the office of dignity occupied by such. It has long been 
conjectured that the writer of the epistles of John was 
John, the apostle. While there is no way of actually prov- 
ing this, the best critical study and comparison points to 
it as more than a possibility. 

It seems probable that the term “the elect lady and her 
children,” referred to the church to whom the letter was 
addressed, and its congregation. 

One comment states: ‘* ‘To the elect lady and her chil- 
dren.’ Does not this gracious phrase rebuke the want of 
dignity and good taste with which we so often speak of 
the church? A Christian fellowship is more than a charge, 
a parish, a congregation. These words are good, but 
compare them with the exalted language with which the 
New Testament speaks of the church: ‘Fellow citizens 
with the saints and of the household of God’ (Eph. 2: 19); 
‘A bride adorned for her husband’ (Rev. 21: 2); ‘A glo- 
rious church, ... holy and without blemish’ (Eph. 5: 27).” 

And while one cannot press the metaphor too far, the 
figure of a lady and her children implies motherhood, and 
it has been said that the church is called ‘“‘mother’’ because 
of her power to bring forth new life. In this sense, the 
church, as the stewardess of the saving gospel, is called 
“mother.” “But Jerusalem which is above [the saving 
truth and its sponsors] is free, which is the mother of 
us all” (Gal. 4: 26). 

In the final salutation at the close of his letter the 
“elder” sends greetings from the faithful in the church 
from which he writes: “The children of thy elect sister 
greet thee.” 





“Please explain Rev. 18: 2, the verse about the hateful birds.” 


The term “hateful bird” is merely a figure of speech to 
indicate evil men and evil systems which are now extant 
upon earth. The other descriptive terms in the text are 
also figurative. The verse reads: “And he cried mightily 
with a strong voice, saying, “Babylon the great is fallen, 
is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the 
hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean 
and hateful bird.” 

This prophecy refers to the time when, after Christ’s 
return, God’s judgments will begin to be poured out upon 
the wicked living at that time. The name Babylon means 
“confusion,” the unholy mixture of natural interests, 
racial tensions, divided loyalties, political chaos, conflic- 
ting ideals; hopelessness, godlessness, selfishness; the 
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insatiable desire to obtain creature comforts and personal 
pleasure. And to this we might add the specter of a 
“Babel” of confused tongues, now extant in the religious 
world. 

This confused system is to terminate when God’s judg- 
ments are in the earth (Isa. 26: 9). All shall then be made 
to know the Lord from the least to the greatest, (Jer. 
31: 34), which will remove the Babel of conflicting reli- 
gious beliefs. “‘The Lord shall be king over all the earth: 
in that day shall there be one Lord, and his name one” 
(Zech. 14: 9), which will terminate political and national 
competition. “And I will make them one nation in the 
land ... and one king shall be king to them all’ (Ezek. 
37: 22); And the voice said, “The kingdoms of this world 
are become the kingdom of our Lord, ... and he shall 
reign for ever and ever” (Rev. 11: 15). This will remove 
the major cause for wars and international misunder- 
standings. “I will also make thy officers peace, and thine 
exactors righteousness” (Isa. 60: 17), which will end 
political corruption. “For the nation and kingdom that 
will not serve thee shall perish; yea, those nations shall 
be utterly wasted” (Isa. 60: 12). This will put an end to 
wilfull disobedience to divine law, at the national or indi- 
vidual level. 

What a marked change when Babylon the great, having 
become the “cage of every unclean and hateful bird,” shall 
“fall” to rise no more. 





“We hear the ‘Back to the Bible Broadcast’ out here on the 
prairies, preaching the following doctrine: That God has 
created man in His image. God created man a triune being. 
This fact is shown in that man is made spirit, soul and body, 
and gives man the capacity to have God dwell within him, 
I Thess. 5: 23. I would like your opinion.” 


The text mentioned reads: “And the very God of peace 
sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and 
soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Our questioner continues: ‘“‘The body is the physical 
part of man, that part we see and feel (if the body were 
to have life apart from the soul it would be unconscious 
life. It would be the same kind of life we find in a tree or 
plant). But God has given man something more than just 
a body, for man was made a living soul. The soul is the 
seat of such powers as the mind. It is the soul that makes 
man’s life different than that of a tree. In the third place 
man has what is known as a spirit, the spirit of man is 
that which makes him God-conscious. The soul is self- 
conscious life, but the spirit is God conscious life.” 

Our correspondent seems to have about the right idea. 
The body without the mind would be valueless, and the 
mind without the will to serve God would be of no use to 
the Almighty. Our friend’s summary is worth repeating: 
“The soul is self-conscious life, but the spirit is God- 
conscious life.’ Hence Paul’s prayer was essentiaily that 
the Thessalonian disciples might be preserved intact, in 
the whole of their personal and spiritual life; and that 
they might be so preserved until the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 
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a | the warm sun, that bring’s 


Seed-time and harvest, has returned again, 
’Tis sweet to visit the still wood where spring's 
The first flower of the plain. 


From the earth’s loosened mold 
The sapling draws its substance, and thrives: 
Though strickened to the heart with winter’s cold, 
The drooping tree revives. 


The softly warbled song 
Comes through the pleasant woods, and colored wings 
Are glancing in the golden sun, along 

The forest opening. 


And when bright sunset fills 
The silvery woods with light, the green slope throws 
Its shadows in the hollows of the hills, 

And wide the upland glows. 


And when the day is gone, 
In the blue lake, the sky, o’erreaching far, 
Is hallowed out, the new moon dips her horn, 
And twinkles many a star. 


Inverted in the tide 
Stand the gray rocks, and trembling shadows throw, 
And the fair trees look over, side by side, 

And see themselves below. 


Sweet April, Spring’s glad month, 
Bright happy mem’ries ever round thee cling, 
Of that glad resurrection morn 

Of our triumphant King. 


ay 

















